
Julian Bond

February 17,2010

John J. Johnson, Executive Director
Kentucky Commission on Human Rights
332 West Broadway, Suite 700
Louisville, Kentucky 40203

Dear John:

Congratulations to the Kentucky Commission on Human Rights for its fifty years of
service and its remarkable history as the first human rights commission in the south. I am certain
you are delighted to be there in order to take hold of this exciting opportunity to raise awareness
of civil rights in your home state.

You must know that I am very pleased to hear you will be holding one of the
commission's anniversary events at the great Berea College. As you know, the school holds a
particularly warm place in my heart and stands as a pioneer for civil rights in our nation's
history.

In 2004,1 traveled to Berea to give the school's commencement address. It was an honor
to walk those hallowed halls. I believe I have told you of the significance of the school to my
own family. My grandfather James Bond was an 1892 graduate of Berea and later served as a
College Trustee from 1896 to 1914. As financial secretary of Berea, he was a principal figure in
raising money for the Lincoln Institute. As you know, Lincoln was the school initiated by Berea
College in 1910 after Kentucky's Day Law denied African Americans the right to attend Berea.
My grandfather served as Lincoln's first financial agent when it opened in 1912. His children,
including my late father Horace Mann Bond, attended Lincoln Institute.

It is important that the young people of Kentucky become aware of the history of Berea
and its place as the first college in the nation to hold integrated classes and provide the same,
quality opportunities for a higher education.
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The commission's 50th anniversary will provide an excellent opportunity to embrace
Berea's wonderful legacy of equal opportunity. I understand you will unveil an educational
poster of one of Berea's most notable students and the Father of African American History
Month - Carter G. Woodson.

I extend to you my very best wishes for a successful year and my best personal regards.

Sincerely,

Julian Bond


